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Dealing with issues EU Member States would need to get to manage together, 

there is a recurring risk to forget that the Union is composed by contexts with their 

own peculiarities. The latter can vary from side to side, reflecting some economic and 

social factors that are, obviously, not always the same.  

Migration is able to provide a good example. In fact, if we can in general refer 

to European Union as to an “immigration region”, is this simple - maybe simplistic - 

image thorough in order to describe the different trends characterizing an area 

including - at present - 28 states? Certainly not and that’s why, in this case as in 

others, a preliminary observation of the “tiles” would be useful to build a robust 

political structure and not a frail institutional “mosaic”. 

Concerning the more or less multifaceted composition of the national origins 

shaping a social milieu, the result changes depending on a series of historical and 

current reasons. Let’s try to be concrete and glance at the situation in Brussels and 

Belgium, in reference - it’s correct to specify - to people whose presence public 

institutions are wise to. 

According to an article posted on La Dernière Heure’s website the 21
st
 of 

February 2013, between «2002 and 2012, foreign population increased by 43% in 

Brussels region», while in the meantime Belgian nationals augmented by 7%. At the 

moment of the publication, the mentioned area counted «390,000 foreigners, namely 

30% of the population», a percentage surely higher than in Flanders (7%) and 

Wallonia (10%). Concerning the origins of the non-Belgian residing in the Capital’s 

area, more than 50% hailed from an European Union member state, one fifth from 

Africa, about one out of ten from Asia and 4% from America. The most numerous 

foreign citizens were French (53,578) and Moroccan (40,662). Italian, Polish, 

Romanian and Spanish presence was important, too. Therefore, Brussels region 

seems reflecting well an international dimension probably not surprising in the area 

where the most part of the EU institutions are located. In any case, we are also 

speaking about the capital of Belgium. So, what about the latter? 

http://www.neurope.eu/
http://www.dhnet.be/actu/belgique/les-francais-sont-les-etrangers-les-plus-nombreux-a-bruxelles-51b73fcce4b0de6db976eabb
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An «immigration land», we could read on La Libre.be the 15 May 2012. After 

having referred to a study realised by Itinera Institute, Vincent Rocour explains that 

during a decade the Kingdom received a «net arrival» of «half million people», 

something like «around 4.5% of the […] population». A situation that was very 

different in the past, if we consider that in the 19
th
 century the net migration rate 

could be negative and that, on the occasion of 1870 census, there were «170,000 

foreigners […], namely 2.8% of the total population». Then, after an inflow between 

the first and the second world war, starting from the second half of 1940s, Belgium 

opted for immigration, considering the need of workers connected to the 

reconstruction and to the «economic growth». With the 1973 oil crisis a stop was put 

to the recruitment of foreign labour and this made immigration stable for a period. In 

any case, till a new increase started «15 years later, in particular by the family 

reunions». 

The 2013 statistical and demographic report (“Migrations et populations issues 

de l’immigration en Belgique”) realised by a research centre of the Université 

catholique de Louvain and the Centre pour l’égalité des chances et la lutte contre le 

racisme (Brussels) tells us as the previous 20 years «migration trends» show a 

majority of immigration composed by EU nationals. In 2011, 78,473 out of 138,071 

«foreigners immigrations» (that is to say 56.8% ) concerned European Union citizens. 

47,996 of them hailed from the «old member states» of the EU-15. Nationals from 

the 12 countries having entered the Union in 2004 and 2007 were 10% in 2004 and 

22% in 2011. Africa is the «second continent of origin of the new immigrants», with 

around 50% people hailing from Sub-Saharan Africa (with the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo in the lead) and the other half from Northern Africa (above all from 

Morocco). 

Pursuant to the mentioned study, at the beginning of 2013, 54.3% of the 

foreigners residing in Belgium was from the EU-15 countries, 13.1% from the 

member states having entered the Union in 2004 and 2007, 7.4% from third countries 

of the “Old Continent”, 8.4% from North Africa and 6.1% from Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Before concluding, it can be interesting to mention some information shared, 

on January 29, on rtbf.be, according to which, last year, in Belgium, there were 

«1,195,122 foreigners, out of a total population of 11,099,554 people». The Italians 

were 157,426, the French 153,413 and the Dutch 143,977. As regards citizens of one 

of the countries included in 2004 and 2007 Union’s enlargements, they were 24,349 

in 2004 and 156,148 in 2013. 

http://www.lalibre.be/actu/belgique/la-belgique-terre-de-migration-51b8eb0ce4b0de6db9c69e32
http://www.diversite.be/sites/default/files/documents/publication/rapport_statistique_et_demographique.pdf
http://www.rtbf.be/info/belgique/detail_pres-d-1-2-million-d-etrangers-vivent-en-belgique-un-record?id=8187350
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The preceding lines touched only some aspects of a wide and complex theme. 

Certainly, they don’t have the pretension to deepen any point. They let, in any case, 

glimpse the multicultural context being part of Belgium and Brussels region.  

More in general, the careful analysis of the specific realities characterizing 

different areas of the EU is an “element” to take into account in order to shape 

effective common policies, about migration flows as well as about other issues. 
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